
What is BLOOM?
Bloom is St. Odilia School’s annual Gala. The main event is our live and silent auction night in April, but it kicks off in 
February with our Week of Wishes campaign and our Great Gathering events last through the summer and into the 
fall. It was started in 2013 by then-kindergartner moms Amy Twombly and Angela Drange as a great way to build  
our community while also raising funds for projects that the school’s annual budget can’t cover.  It has been a huge 
success every year, and we are so thankful for our past chairs Amy Twombly, Angela Drange, Joelle Cognetta,  
Catherine Steffen, Abby Donohoo and Jaclyn Davern.  

Where does the money raised from Bloom go?
In the past, proceeds from the event have gone to enhancing our safety and security measures, building a new 
playground, adding a rock climbing wall to the gym, and finishing our newly added spaces.  In addition, portions of the 
proceeds have gone to scholarships, the Endowment Fund created for the school only, as well as technology up-
grades around our school.  This year, proceeds will go towards mental health and counseling, enrichment, and reading 
support. 

What is the timeline for the evening?
5:00  VIP check in (more info coming soon!)
5:30 General check in and cocktail hour.  Spend some time mingling with other attendees and checking out all the 
silent auction items
7:00 Dinner
8:00 Live auction
9:30 Drinks and dancing

Do I have to be a parent of a St. O’s student to attend?
No!  In the past we’ve had alumni, church parishioners, grandparents, and friends from other schools attend (just to 
name a few).  Everyone is welcome to attend and support our great school.

How will I get my winnings?
If you are the lucky winner of a live auction event, you will get all of your information/winnings the night of Bloom.  
For the silent auction, you may pick your winnings up after 9:00 the night of the event if you are attending.  If you 
can’t be there, all auction items will be delivered to the school office after the event, and you can pick them up there!

Where is it held?
This year it will be held at the Hilton DoubleTree - University, 511 SE Huron Boulevard, Minneapolis 55414.  Valet 
parking will be available at the hotel.  There are also ramps in the area, and some limited on-street parking.  NEW 
THIS YEAR is an overnight package.  Check out the details on the Bloom website.  Also, we strongly encourage 
arranging a ride home at the end of the night.  Options include Uber, Lyft and taxis. 

Do I need cash at the event?
Yes!  While all live and silent auction is done via credit card, games and raffles held at the event will be cash only due 
to gambling laws.  The bar at the event will take both cash and credit. 

Bloom FAQ



How do I bid?
If you would like to bid on live auction items, you will need to be at the event.  Check the Bloom website for sneak-
peaks at our live auction events.  
Anyone can bid on items at the silent auction using the website bloom.cbo.io.  If you purchase tickets to the event, 
you will get a bidder number via email from Click Bid the week before the event.  Please don’t register for a bid-
der number - you will get one automatically.   If you won’t be able to make the event, you can register for a bidder 
number at bloom.cbo.io.  You will be asked to input your info, and then a bidder number will be emailed to you.  Silent 
auction bidding opens a few days before the event and closes at 8:00 PM on the night of the event.  

What should I wear?
Attire is generally cocktail attire or “snappy casual”.  Men usually wear a shirt and tie, and women usually wear a 
cocktail-type dress.  Check out our Facebook site photos for ideas of what attendees have worn in the past!

What are Great Gatherings?
Short answer - they are great parties!  Long answer - two or three couples join forces and pay for a party as a do-
nation to the school, then Bloom sells tickets (usually 10 - 20) for people to attend.  The ticket money goes to the 
school, and the hosts get a receipt for their donation to the school for their tax records.  The tickets usually sell for 
$25-$100, depending on several factors.  Each party has a theme - we’ve had curling lessons, bowling, 80’s parties, 
Octoberfest, bunco, pie making classes, etc. You can purchase tickets to these events on the Bloom website, start-
ing the week before Bloom.  Check your email and Facebook for final sale dates!

What if I don’t know who to sit with?
Since dinner is assigned seating, we always ask if there are people you would like to sit with, and do our best at  
accommodating your request.  If you don’t know who to sit with, it is no problem at all!  This event was started in an 
effort to build our community, so please use it as an opportunity to meet new people.  If you don’t have a seating  
preference, we will seat you at a table with others looking to meet new people and/or other attendees who have 
children in similar classes.  

What can I do to help?
Starting in the winter, start looking for donations for our live or silent auctions!  Talk to places you normally go, or  
people you normally use for services.  We are always looking for donations and sponsorships.  Forms with the dona-
tion and sponsorship information are on the Bloom website.
You can also talk with friends and get a group together to host a Great Gathering.  If you’d like to host one but are  
having a hard time coming up with a theme, talk to a chair - we have lots of ideas!
Also, look for the SignUp Genius with more volunteer opportunities.  We need folks to help with bringing donations to and 
from the site, set up, clean up, as well as various tasks that can be done both before and after the weekend of the event.  

I can’t go, but I’d like to participate.  What can I do?
We’d love to have you, but realize not everyone can make it.  You can still buy tickets to Great Gatherings, ticketed 
events for kids (lock-ins, non-uniform days, etc.), and also participate in the silent auction!

Where can I go to buy tickets, check out live and silent auction items, and get lots more info?
You can check out the Bloom website at www.bloom-gala.com.  Also, follow the event on Facebook - www.face-
book.com/St.OdiliaBloom/.  You can also contact us for more info - bloom@stodilia.org


